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Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, dear friends,
From today, and for the next several Sundays, we will be considering the Lord’s Prayer.  
Indeed, the Heidelberg Catechism uses the last 7 Lord’s Days to examine the six requests of the Lord’s Prayer.  Just as many other catechisms, confessions, and systematic theologies do, the Heidelberg Catechism uses the Lord’s Prayer to teach theology in general and to teach about this pattern for prayer in specifics.  

And so, as we begin our consideration of this magnificent prayer, it is appropriate that we note a few general observations or points about it.  
	And the first has to do with its name.  
	Now, far be it from us to criticize the name of a prayer that is universally recognized throughout the church.  
	But has it ever occurred to you that the Lord’s Prayer was never, and could never be prayed by the Lord Jesus Himself?  
	As the sinless Son of God, Jesus never had to say and could not say what is written there in v12, “Forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors.”  
	And so, with this in mind, we need to be clear that in calling this prayer, The Lord’s Prayer, we are referring to the prayer that our Lord taught us to pray.


	And this leads us into our second general observation about this prayer, which, it may surprise you to know, has given rise to some controversy in the history of the church.  
	Last Tuesday, in the senior catechism class, we began to look at Chapter 21 of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the subject of Religious Worship.  
	And in summary, what is explored in that chapter is the teaching of the Bible that God must be worshipped, that the right way to worship Him is instituted by Himself in His Word, and that how we worship Him is to be limited to the things He requires in His Word (Repeat).  
	And this means that we may not invent ways of worshipping God.  
	How we worship God is not a matter of what we want or think He might like, but of how He requires us to worship Him.  


	And with this is mind, a certain question arose in the minds of some.  
	They said, If Jesus said “this is how you should pray,” then the only prayer that Christians should pray, at least in Sunday worship, is the Lord’s Prayer.  After all, this is His clear command.  
	Against this idea, however, is the first word of v9.  
	For literally, the Greek Word means, “In this manner.”  And so, the Authorised Version has it like this: “After this manner therefore pray ye.”  
	And if we look at the prayers of the disciples that are recorded throughout the rest of the NT, it is clear that they knew that this prayer was to be the pattern for prayer, not necessarily the exact and only content of their prayers.  
	So, while we can and should pray this prayer here on Sundays and out there in the rest of the week, this prayer is a pattern for prayer.  

 
And what we find as we look at the opening line of this pattern for prayer is that 
the Lord calls on believers to pray to their Father in heaven. 
And we want to spend some time considering what the word Father reveals about who He is, and what the word heaven reveals about where He is. Who He is and where He is; our two points.
Firstly then, and this is where we will spend the bulk of our time, “our Father,” and Who He is.

Just before, I mentioned that in the senior catechism class we had begun to talk about religious worship.  And one of the things we discussed on Tuesday was the impact of the Fall on worship.  
You see, prior to the Fall, Adam and Eve, perhaps just for a few brief days, enjoyed face to face contact with God.  
Can you imagine that?  Face to face contact with God.  
As Genesis 3 reveals, God came down to the garden to walk and talk with Adam and Eve.  
And this means that their worship of God was immediate, or without the need for a mediator; without the need for someone who would stand between them and God.  

But after the Fall, because of their sin and God’s holiness, man could not approach God without a mediator; worship was no longer immediate but mediate.  
Perhaps. Boys and girls, it might be helpful to think about it like this.  
When Prime-Minister John Key’s children want to get him a message, they are able to walk right into his office and give him the message, face to face.  They have immediate contact with him.  
But what do you think would happen if you wanted to pass on a message to Prime-Minister John Key?  Do you think you could fly to Wellington, walk up to the Beehive, and just walk into his office and give him the message?  No, you could not.  Because Prime-Minister John Key is a very important politician, and you just a regular citizen, the only way you could get a message to him was if someone he allowed would take your message and bring it to him.  The only contact you could have with him would be mediate; through a mediator.  

And so, in terms of man’s need for a mediator to approach God in worship, initially, even though this is not spelt out for us in any detail, Adam would have had to take on the role of priest for Eve and then for his children.  
Sacrifices, as we learn from the story of Cain and Abel became a necessary part of worship.  
And even though the Israelite priesthood was not set in place in detail until Israel came to Mt Sinai, because Melchizedek, who lived in the time of Abraham, was a priest of God, and Jethro, Moses’ Father in Law, was a priest of God, it is clear that the need for a priest to stand between men and God understood right from the beginning.  
And so, worship, ever since the Fall has required a mediator between man and God.

Now, if we fast forward to the Book of Hebrews, and ch’s 4-10, the whole point there is that Jesus has become the one and only great High Priest.  Entrance to God comes now through Him, and in no other way.  He is the priest and he is the sacrifice.  He is the Mediator.  
As Hebrews 4:14ff says, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God … Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence.”  
For, as ch. 7:27 says, “Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.  He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.”  
Because Jesus was truly man, and truly God, and truly righteous, He earned an access to God that the OT people of the Lord could only dream of!  
You know, I may have told you this before, but when the High priest went, on that one day a year, into the Holy of Holies, he went ion with a rope tied around him that trailed out back into the courtyard.  And they did this so that if he died in there, he could be dragged out, because no one apart from the High priest was allowed to come into the Holy of Holies.  
And in stark contrast to that, Hebrews 10:19 says, “Therefore brothers, since we have confidence to enter the [Holy of holies] by the blood of Jesus ... let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.”  

Jesus Christ, because of His work as a Mediator, has gained the right and privilege for God’s people to know Him and come before Him in prayer as His children.
And this, dear friends, is exactly what the opening line of the Lord’s Prayer sets before us.  As the Heidelberg summarizes, so beautifully, “At the very beginning of our prayer Christ wants to kindle in us what is basic to our prayer – the childlike awe and trust that God through Christ has become our Father.”  

So, let’s spend a few moments tracing out the biblical dimensions of this extraordinary Title that says so much about our relationship with God; “Our Father.”
You know, apart from two references in Isaiah where God is called “Father,” the concept of God as “Father” was foreign to God’s OT people.  
To them he was known only as Jehovah, Lord, and God.  
In fact, when Jesus came to earth, fewer and fewer ways of calling God by name were being allowed by the Jewish leaders.  
There were very strict rules on how God’s name could be spoken and written, to the point that God was fast becoming a god who was so distant from the people that he really could not be known.  
Which just serves to show how startling the opening address of the Lord’s Prayer would have sounded in the ears of the disciples!  Father!

But the disciples should have known about the following: 
They should have known what our earlier reading from Exodus revealed about the fatherhood of God without actually using the word, He is “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”  
They should have known what Hosea 11 reveals about how God viewed them as part of Israel, “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son … It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms.”  
Surely that’s fatherhood language?

And so, they should have been unsurprised when Jesus said what He said to Mary Magdalene after His resurrection.  He told her to go the disciples, saying, “Go … to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father.”

But to further see just how rich this privilege of being able to know God as Father is, consider also Mark 14:35 where Christ’s prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane is recorded.  
For there, Jesus said, “Abba, Father, everything is possible for you.  Take this cup from me.  Yet not what I will, but what you will.”  
Now, Abba is an Aramaic word.  And because of how it used by church fathers like John Chrysostom and others who spoke it, we know it, together with Imma, mother, to be the name that a small child addresses their father.  
There were other, more formal names for Father that Jesus could have used.  But He chose, deliberately, to call His Father Abba, which would be the equivalent of our Papa or Daddy.  
Yes, fathers are to be respected.  And yes, fathers are to discipline their children.  
But Christ wants us to know God and to pray to God as a very young child knows and asks for things from His daddy.  
Romans 8:15, “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by [Jesus] we cry, "Abba, Father."”  

Now, we have to narrow this down a bit before we move on to consider our Father’s location.  
But note also that he is “our Father.”  
God is the Father of ll His children.  
It is appropriate and necessary for them to pray to Him together.  
And this is very much why in the Lord’s Prayer, the pronouns are plural, not singular.  
This pattern for prayer was given by Jesus, the elder brother, to all of God’s family; the children of God.  
So turn with me for a moment to John 8:27ff.  
There, Jesus had been teaching the Jews about who He was in relation to the Father.  And it says, “They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father.  So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.  The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him."  Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.”  
But now go down to v39.  There Jesus continues, “I am telling you what I have seen in the Father's presence, and you do what you have heard from your father."  "Abraham is our father," they answered.  "If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do the things Abraham did.  As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God.  Abraham did not do such things.  You are doing the things your own father does."  "We are not illegitimate children," they protested.  "The only Father we have is God himself."  Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here.  I have not come on my own; but he sent me.  Why is my language not clear to you?  Because you are unable to hear what I say.  You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

And here, congregation, we get down to the rub.  For what Jesus reveals here is that every man, woman, and child on the face of the earth has a father; His, Jesus’, Father or the devil.  
Jesus’ Father is not the Father of every one.  
This loving, merciful, kind, gracious, generous, compassionate, gentle, and slow to anger God is not the Father of every one.  
No, some have the devil as their father.  
And the question of who your father is depends on who you think Jesus is.  Is He your Saviour?  Is He your priest?  Is He your Mediator?  Is He your Lord?  Is he your King?  And I don’t just mean in words, I mean in terms of the way you have surrendered your life to Him in every respect.  
For if He is not, then God is not your Father.  
In fact, He will only ever be to you the judge that sentences you to an eternity of unbearable agony.  
And whatever you receive from Him today as a good gift, will be added to your condemnation as you burn in hell.  

But if Jesus is your Saviour, your priest, your Mediator, your Lord, and your King, in every area of your life, then you may approach Him with childlike awe and trust, with love, with boldness, and with confidence, because Jesus’ Abba, Father, is your Abba, Father! 

But do so also considering where He is; our second, brief, and concluding point.

	You see, there is a danger, especially if we get overcome with the idea of God as “Daddy,” that we drag Him down to earth rather than lift our prayers to Him in heaven.  
	For even though He is “our Father,” He remains, as Hebrews 12:28-29 says, “A consuming fire,” which means, that we must “be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.”  
	And the very combination of “our Father in heaven” is intended to guide our prayers in terms of this reverence and awe.  


	And this is one of those things that it can take us some time to learn.  Children particularly, but not just children, often start their prayers with a “Dear God” or “Lord” and then immediately launch into the list of all of the things they want God to do, like He’s some giant Father Christmas.
	And boys and girls, young people, and brothers and sisters, this should not be.  


	With these first words of the Lord’s prayer, Jesus wants us to learn to take time to pray to the God who is enthroned in the highest heavens, who is eternal, who receives the praise of the angels, who is worthy to receive all honour and glory and blessing, who is the Creator of the universe and all it contains, who is the fountain of all good, who is the Lord of all being, who is incomprehensible but prayer-hearing, who is known but beyond knowledge, who is the Father of Jesus, and who has made us capable of knowing Him as Father.  
	Yes there will be times when we must fire off a ‘one line’ emergency prayer to God, “Help Me!”  Or something like that.  But in our normal prayers, Jesus wants us, as the rest of the Lord’s Prayer will help us see, to begin our prayers with praise, and then to thank Him, to confess our sins, and to ask Him for whatever it is that we think we or others need.








	And this is vitally important, because the more that we learn to do this, desire to do this, and do this, the more we will learn that while we can and must approach Him with all our requests, we must do so having adored Him and worshipped Him and exalted Him and praised Him and honoured Him, so that we will be reminded that because He is our sovereign, all seeing, all knowing Father in heaven, He knows what we and others need in a way that is beyond our understanding.  
	And so, even though He will, as our Father, give to us whatever it is that we need, He will not, as our Father in heaven, give us whatever it is that we ask for if He knows that it is not useful for our salvation.  

And we will be able to rest in Him, content, waiting for His answer to our prayers because He is our Father in heaven.  

So pray, Christian.  Pray to your Father who is in Heaven.  Amen.

